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declaration of war against the King of Hungary and Bohemia.
Dumouriez also had his troubles in the Assembly, and
Lord Gower writes on April 11: " It is evident that the
Ministry here have a most earnest desire to be upon the
best possible terms with England, which is a sufficient reason
for inclining the Cote droit (the deputies of the Right) to be
otherwise."l

Even more important than the attitude of England was
the attitude of Prussia Dumouriez could not believe that
the alliance between Austria and Prussia would last; he re-
garded Prussia as the natural ally of France, and believed thai
the successor of Frederick the Great would be only too glad
to attack Austria while she was at war with France, as his
uncle would most certainly have done. He further thought
it impossible that any Prussian statesman could be hood-
winked by Russia's pretended ardour for the war against the
Revolution, or fail to see that Catherine's policy was to finally
absorb Poland while Prussia and Austria were engaged in the
west. He knew, too, that there was a strong Prussian party
at Berlin, headed by the Duke of Brunswick and Prince Henri,
who looked upon Austria with the eyes of Frederick the
Grea^ as the great enemy of the Prussian nationality, and
who would regard an alliance with France with favour But
Dumouriez did not take the passions of men into his calcula-
tions. He saw which policy it was for the interest of Prussia
to adopt, and therefore could not understand her failing to
seize the opportunity, and he did not sufficiently consider ^e
character of the king. Frederick William II. was a monarl4i
of a very different type to Frederick the Great; he was cornet
pletely under the influence of his mistresses. His heart was
stronger than his head, and though not wanting in intellectual
power, he was governed always by sentimental considerations,
and was at this time charmed by the mystic ideas of the
theosophists, a secret sect of the nature of the illuminati,
though diametrically opposed to the latter in political opinions,
whose chief supporter, Bischoffswerder, was his confidential
1 Browning's Despatches nf Earl (rotoer, p. 170.